


Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club 
Hayes Hill, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7HN
Tel: 020 8462 2600


CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – 16 OCTOBER 2020


Hello everyone

Following the Government announcements on Monday and Thursday this week, the London Borough of Bromley is now in the High tier of the 3-tier framework.  That means no change at present in the restrictions that apply to playing tennis outdoors at the club. The Rule of Six remains in force and we will continue to provide a Covid-safe playing and social environment.  Please scan the QR code on arrival.

Whilst at the club, please maintain social distancing, use hand sanitiser before and avoid close contact with others from outside your immediate household. If you wish to use the bar after playing, their rules are changing. You will still need to book a table by email to owabar@icloud.com but can only sit with others from the same household.  Please remember you need to wear a face mask when not actually seated and if you are outside on the terrace, the Rule of Six still applies. If you do use the bar please also scan the QR code there too.

A few non-Covid reminders:

1. If you cannot use a court you have booked, please cancel it. The courts are busy and it is really frustrating to see courts left empty when they are booked out.   You can do this in the Manage Bookings section of ClubSpark which can be accessed via your booking confirmation email or via your Profile from the dropdown menu at the top right hand side of the screen or by clicking on My Bookings at the top of the booking sheet.  We continue to monitor this and follow up where we find booked courts left empty.
2. Please drive carefully along Hayes Hill.  There have been too many reports of speeding vehicles lately and we have no wish to see anyone hurt. Also, please do NOT drop children off and pick them up outside the club gates. Hayes Hill is a private road and the residents expect you to use the club’s car park which has lots of space.  Please bring your gate entry fob to the club if you are driving.
3. The hut and pavilion are now open – but to a strictly limited extent.  Toilet facilities are available and you can pay for floodlights if you need them.  You need £1 and £2 coins. But please do not congregate in these buildings.
4. Our AGM is due to take place on the evening of Tuesday 10 November.  Please make a note in your diary. We will need to hold this virtually using Zoom. We are starting to work out the best way of doing this and will send further information, and a link to join the AGM, in a later email. Please watch for further information.  In the meantime, if you wish to raise an issue, join the Committee, or get involved as a volunteer, please let me know by email to nigel@nigeljordan.com
 

BREAKING NEWS
The club is moving forward with its plan to resurface the 2 hard courts with Tiger Turf - the type of carpet surface that is on courts 1-4. It has proved popular with members and with regular maintenance appears to last a long time. Having 6 courts with the same surface will help members get a court of the type they want more easily, and more often.  The work is set to start at the end of this month – weather permitting so hopefully that will be completed before the worst of the winter weather arrives.  There will inevitably be a little disruption whilst this takes place – so please bear with us and be patient.  It will definitely be worth it.  

OTHER NEWS ABOUT OUR FACILITIES
The new floodlights on court 7 – the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)-  have been installed and are working well. With the addition of a conventional tennis net it has certainly made playing on that court a much better experience for yellow ball players. The new lighting has also increased the amount of mini red coaching we are able to do in that area in the evenings. 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
At last some tennis competition news to report!

Thanks to Chris Gurr for organising the Club Championships this year once more.  It was a very creditable feat given the difficulties we faced.  We had the largest number of entrants I can remember in recent years and it was especially pleasing to see lots of new faces taking part, many of them very successfully. The winners were:

	Men's Singles             
	Martino Colabella beat Will Burnett 
6-1 6-3


	Ladies Singles             
	Josephine Guillou beat Annabelle Guillou
6-1 6-3


	Men's Doubles           
	Will Burnett and Ivan Cudby beat 
Simon Jago and James Curzey  6-3 6-1


	Ladies Doubles           
	Annabel Stone and Caroline Tate beat 
Anne Gurr and Moira French 6-0 6-4


	Mixed Doubles           
	Chloe Cleaver and Martino Colabella beat Kem Hassan and Anabel Hassan 6-2 6-3



 
18-25 MEN’S TOURNAMENT

The Jack Petchey Foundation provided some funds to us as part of their 21st birthday celebrations. The guidance was to do something fun for those aged between 11 and 25. We decided to organise some cash prize events. The first event completed was the 18-25 age group tournament. 5 young men entered and played 1 set of tennis against each other.  In total each person played 4 sets and sat out for one round – on a gloriously hot and sunny afternoon. Players won £10 for each match they won and £5 if they lost. So everyone shared in the prize fund of £150. The event was conducted in the true spirit of Jack Petchey Foundation – players were genuinely supportive of one another. 

The players and the amounts they won were: Oli Weller £25, Oliver Harris £20, Kem Hassan £40, Will Robertson £35 and James Goskie £30. (Photos of the winners are on our website here)
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NORTH KENT LEAGUE – WINTER 2019-20
I realise that i didn’t update members on what happened during last winter’s season.  We ran 2 men’s teams, who each finished mid-table in divisions 3 and 5 respectively.  Our ladies team won their division but lost in the play-off final to Bromley Cricket LTC but were nonetheless promoted.  Congratulations.  I hope some of the members who have recently joined will want to play in these matches and I am sure our teams will be strong enough to earn promotion in the new season that is just kicking off.

JUNIOR WINTER LEAGUE FIXTURES
We have entered our teams and are now appointing captains and organising the match days and times. As always we are very grateful to the parents who act as captains for these teams.  We will shortly be offering a virtual meeting by Zoom to help support all those involved, covering all the organisational issues, conduct of matches, safe travel to and from away fixtures, what happens at home matches and how results are recorded.

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Tim Skillicorn who coordinates all of this by email to tskillicorn@hotmail.com

SAFEGUARDING
The club was recently visited by the LTA as part of its programme of safeguarding audits.  I am pleased to report that we passed that and exceeded the requirements in many areas.  However we were asked to remind parents that children should NOT be left unsupervised at the club unless they are at least 13 years old. And to pay particular attention to our safe travel policy where youngsters are involved in away matches where travel with others from outside their immediate family is involved.  Our policy can be found here

WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO GET INVOLVED
Firstly we want to hear from you – particularly what you think works well or needs to be looked at again.  Whether or not you can attend the AGM,  please tell us if there is something you’d like to see at the club.  The comments of members are what shape the actions taken by the Committee. 

Secondly, we welcome new voices around the Committee table so please consider offering yourself as a candidate over the next couple of weeks in the run up to the AGM.

Next, we rely on volunteers for almost everything the club needs to handle – from maintenance or court bookings for matches to team captains and event organisers. We have a list of jobs where we are looking for volunteers this autumn – that is posted in the front of the hut, on the right-hand side as you enter. We are looking for a few volunteers to take on some pruning and weeding tasks around the courts.  And if there happens to be a dry spell we will form a working party to re-paint the pavilion one day. If you are able to help with any of these items, please let me know. 

The club needs to distribute a number of leaflet promoting the LTA Rally app.  Ideally these needs to go to cafes, nail bars, hairdressers and other venues where people might pick one up if they are interested in getting into the sport. If you can help get these off my hall table and into a more useful location please let me know.
 
And finally, the club is committed to recycling as much as possible.  We recycle our used tennis balls for cash, for example!  We are asking whether members can provide any of the following items which might otherwise be thrown away:
· stackable plastic garden chairs
· large garden umbrella's
· umbrella bases

If you can help, that will be terrific.
- - 00 - -

Continuing our feature of introducing members of the tennis committee, only one this time as this is already a packed newsletter. Let me please introduce Hazel Grace.   

HAZEL GRACE

[image: C:\Users\jordan\Pictures\Hazel2 (2).png]I joined OWLTC in 1991.  I retired from my post as School Administrator & Finance Officer at Pickhurst Infant School in 2012.  That gave me the time to help, so I  joined the Tennis Committee and took over the role of Fixtures Secretary, something I did right up  until 2019.  In that role I organised all the adult home and away fixtures, fitting in matches around all the club’s other tennis events and activities.  I still remain on the Committee as a co-opted member. Joining the Club opened up a whole new life for me as I became friends with quite a lot of people who had similar interest – for example skiing and walking. I have since been on numerous tennis, skiing and walking holidays with other members of the tennis club.  I have a daughter who has two daughters, and a son who has two sons -my eldest granddaughter being nearly 16!!


--oo--

As always, please let a member of the Committee know if there is anything you wish to raise.  If you have recently joined the club and need information, or introductions, please ask.   And remember, always stay safe, err on the side of caution and avoid this virus if you can.

Until the next newsletter, please watch out for further information from the LTA in emails from Judith, on our website https://www.oldwilsonians.com/tennis and on Facebook (don’t forget to sign up https://www.facebook.com/oldwilstennis).

 
NIGEL JORDAN
CHAIRMAN 
OWLTC
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